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Bi-Monthly Meetings: 1st Monday
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President – Todd Wagener
Treasurer –  Gary Eidson
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President – Ted Winston
Vice-President – Rod Billingsley 
Secretary/Treasurer – Jashe Alcon
Meeting: K-Bobs, 3rd Thursday 6:30
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Gila
President – Clyde King
Vice President – Rick Miller 
Secretary – Amanda Allred
Treasurer – Garret Allsup
Regular Meeting: 3rd Monday 6pm

ACSM/NSPS NMSU Student Chapter
President – Daniel Gutierrez
Vice President – Richard “Bo” Laws 
Secretary – Franck Kapoko Kamtchang
Treasurer – Kevin Lane
ECouncil – David Salcido
Regular Meeting: Every other Thur 5:30

 

Kelly Clark, A&B Surveying, out in the desert by 
Santa Teresa, NM, staking some mining claims. 
Photo sent in by Amanda J. Allred.
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Editorial Policy
Benchmarks is published bimonthly by New Mexico Professional Surveyors.  Unless copyrighted, ar-
ticles may be reprinted in other professional publications provided that proper attribution is made to the 
author and to this publication.  All submissions are welcome and should be made directly to the editor 
at barryphillips.pls@gmail.com.  Submission of an article does not guarantee publication.  We reserve 
the right to edit all submitted material, and no material will be returned.  The opinions expressed are 
those of the author and are not necessarily those of NMPS, its officers, members, or associates.  
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at barryphillips.pls@gmail.com.  Submission of an article does not guarantee publication.  We reserve 
the right to edit all submitted material, and no material will be returned.  The opinions expressed are 
those of the author and are not necessarily those of NMPS, its officers, members, or associates.  

Front Cover: Through the lens.....tower elevation 
survey, Colfax County, NM.  
Photo sent in by Eric Marlow, Dawson Surveys.  

Back Cover: Space Port, Southern NM.
Photo sent in by Amanda J. Allred, PLS

Greetings from a somewhat cooler Santa Fe and here's hoping for a bright and prosperous New Year for 
each and every one of you. 

It's out with the old and in with the new, and I certainly do not mean to be so abrupt, as I know that at 
the changing of the guard, one needs to keep in mind the on-going efforts and good work that the NMPS 
Board does on our behalf. We bid a fond farewell to Justin Miller and congratulate him on a job well done. 
We  welcome in Larry Medrano as the new president of NMPS for 2013. Larry has been hard at work for 
some time getting the annual conference off the ground. We look forward to hearing from him and the 
tribulations that he will be enduring this year.

Both Larry and Justin have written something for this edition and a common thread that can be picked up 
on is the importance of membership and being actively engaged through input to NMPS. This is especially 
important given the big vote that is coming up regarding 100% membership to include all NMPS members 
within NSPS. Glen Thurow is playing an active and important role in informing us of what the benefits are 
and what our present standing is. 

Sincere thanks go out to our contributors to this issue. I, for one, think we will benefit greatly from being 
a member of NSPS, this will give us all access to top quality reading as suggested by Earl Burkholder 
regarding the Survey Body of Knowledge (SBOK). I was pleasantly surprised by a suggestion by John 
Stock,  who volunteered to kick it off, that we include surveying stories of a humorous  nature. Called 
"A Quiet Chuckle", you can include stories of this nature, or ones  that are not so quiet...even with a twist 
of poetic license if you wish. We look  forward to your writings. Thanks to our regulars, including Doug 
Critchfield, the happy hunter nowadays, for always submitting something interesting to read. Amanda  
Allred, our vice president elect, has been busy in the field and we thank her for the wonderful pictures.

I recently attended a chapter meeting where a discussion was held with members and a  member of a local 
Title Insurance Company. The topic was “The new requirements under  NM Title Insurance Regulations, 

..........continue on page 5
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President’s Angle

2013 NMPS President
Larry Medrano, PS     January 2013

Happy New Year fellow surveyors!  I am excited to 
serve as President of our organization for 2013.

I want to remind you NMPS is your organization. As stated by Mr. Lombardi, an organization is only 
as strong as the efforts of its members. An organization can better represent its members when there is a 
healthy dialogue and exchange of ideas. We represent members with varying concerns depending on their 
geographic location and what they do. We have government surveyors, surveyors that work for utilities 
or other large entities, we have those working for multi-discipline firms and of course those in private 
practice, large and small. All points of view are equally important to the board.

Over the years I’ve been a member of several organizations. Some I was actively involved in and others 
I just sent in a check. The more active you are in an organization, the more benefit you get for your hard 
earned money. I’ve also learned that there truly is strength in numbers. As the number of Professional 
Surveyors dwindles, it is imperative our voice is heard.

I assure you that the Executive Board of NMPS works very hard to represent our interests to the best of 
our ability. You should be proud to have such a hard working group of individuals. They only serve NMPS 
because they care deeply about our profession. I’ve attended many board meetings where there were dif-
fering points of view and heated discussion over an issue. In the end, the decision made is always based 
with the members best interest in mind.

We are now faced with an important issue as whether to have mandatory membership in NSPS. The board 
decided this is such an important issue that it should be put to a vote of the membership. Some state boards 
have chosen to join without seeking their members’ input. We felt otherwise. I will not go into the details 
of membership in this article, but more information on this important issue can be found on the conference 
website www.nmpsconference.com.

As a board member, it is frustrating not receive much feedback from the membership. Some
chapters have little attendance at their meetings, some chapters have fallen apart and we receive very few 
votes for elections. Some may say no news is good news, but I know surveyors are not shy about sharing 
their opinions, yet we don’t hear much input from the membership. We try our best to get information to 
the membership. Again, with lack of feedback, we don’t know if we are doing an adequate job address-
ing your concerns. This came to light when a member called asking “why did the board let the issue of 
title companies using old ILR’s go unaddressed and what the hell are we paying our lobbyist for”. This

The achievements of an organization are 
the results of the combined effort of each 

individual.
Vince Lombardi
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person said he felt the board did not listen to the members. After speaking to this person for a while, I 
found out he was from an area where there was no active chapter. He and a couple of others had met under 
another chapter a few times. This chapter has not sent a representative to a board meeting. As I stated to 
this person, we can’t know the members concerns if they don’t let us know. With no representative being 
sent, we as a board have no idea of their concerns. If we have no feedback, we assume everything is okay. 
The whole point of this example is to encourage you to let us know what is on your mind. The preferred 
method is through your chapter. If you have no chapter or it is an urgent issue, send me an e-mail or call 
me (larry@presurv.com/505-856-5700). I can handle a difficult situation head on. What I don’t want is 
somebody saying their concern was not heard and addressed. While I or the board may not agree on a 
particular point of view, I guarantee you it will be seriously discussed and debated.

After inquiring at the December board meeting, it turns out that the ILR decision was made by the Super-
intendent of Insurance unilaterally so our lobbyist had no way of knowing about this. At the same meeting, 
he did say he would look into the issue and inquire why no public input was sought on this issue. We will 
report his findings to the membership.

I told the chapter presidents that if invited, I would be glad to attend one of your chapter meetings to hear 
your concerns. I am here to represent you. I can do a much better job of this if there is communication.  
My goal is to strengthen the organization through increased membership and more importantly, through 
more member effort.

That said, I am hard at work putting our convention together. Please go to the conference website and reg-
ister for updates. If you prefer, you can get conference updates via FaceBook or LinkedIn. The venue has 
moved and many changes are in store. I hope you enjoy the changes. Again, your input is encouraged.

I challenge you to make an effort to become more involved this year. Attend a chapter meeting or two. 
Come to the conference. Write an article for Benchmarks. Start an educational outreach in a local school. 
Send me an e-mail or give me a call. I look forward to working with, and for you this coming year. I hope 
you all have a prosperous 2013.  Δ

effective October 1st, 2012.” I hope to get a better  understanding of what was said regarding the issue 
of  [#13.14.1.25 (F), NMAC], “Recent  Survey”.   I think many of the attendees were at first taken aback 
about the issue, but as Larry has said, this was not a survey issue to be discussed by NMPS, it was a 
NM  Title Insurance Industry change brought about by the promulgation. This is an issue  that is of their 
concern, but judging from the general discussion, there was some  concern as to the use of “old” surveys 
and the certification of those, together with a potential buyer/seller's use of such to sign an affidavit to 
indicate that there are no further improvements on the property? More questions than answers, and it 
may be much  ado about nothing, since the title insurance is a transaction between new owners and Title 
Company!

It is also with sadness that we heard of the passing of Fred Sanchez. "Hamba Kahle, our  friend", as we 
would say in Africa.

Have a wonderful year!
Barry

..........from page 3
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Active participation in a changing world

Justin Miller, PS   12/18/2012

Over the past 6 years as a member of the NMPS Board of Directors, I have seen many issues come 
forward that have challenged the surveying community both statewide and nationally.  I am very proud 
to say that NMPS has rallied each and every time to either provide a solution or suggest a remedy for 
the issues at hand, and we have been very successful at the implementation of such conclusions.  I 
know that there will constantly be roadblocks within the surveying profession, and I am very confident 
that the members of NMPS will always pull together to stand up for our profession and also to stand 
up for what is right.

NMPS is a great organization in that it is built on the foundation of trust, knowledge, education, loyalty, 
experience and professionalism and the intent of our society is to better the future for all.  You see, it 
does not matter if you belong to NMPS as a member or not, everything that we do for the surveying 
community in New Mexico is beneficial to anybody who practices surveying.  By setting goals and 
providing solutions for our members, we are advancing our profession and along the way and we are 
also watching the back door for any adverse situations that may indeed affect our livelihood and future.  
We are in effect the “Big Brother” to the surveying community in New Mexico, so why would any of 
the professionals in our community choose not to participate?  

 Active participation in NMPS is the hands down best way to keep in touch with the advancements 
in our profession, not to mention having a voice in the legislative committees that govern who, what, 
when, where, why and how the practice of surveying will be conducted in New Mexico.  I have heard 
from many members over the past years who have been very pleased to know that we are always lead-
ing the path for surveyors.  I have also heard from a couple surveyors who are not pleased with what 
has happened, and in our defense I will tell you that both of those conversations would have been 
much less dramatic if the surveyors involved had been actively participating in NMPS.  There will not 
always be a cut and dried solution to every problem we face, and we may not always be able to jump 
straight into the conclusion.  But I guarantee that NMPS will be there to see the matter through, and 
we will be at the lead of the charge to stand up for our members.  Our efforts will also be enjoyed by 
those who choose to not participate in our organization as well.

To get around to the point I am trying to make….why not become actively involved in NMPS?  It 
just doesn’t make any sense to me to stand on the sidelines and watch your own profession pass you 
by.  Each and every one of us can take a look around ourselves and come up with one professional or 
individual whom we could encourage to join and participate in NMPS.  As I have suggested in one of 
my earlier articles, you could invite them to a chapter meeting, or the NMPS conference.  Stop by and 
give them a couple old issues of Benchmarks, or meet them for lunch and discuss the many benefits 
of membership.  It is not imperative that they jump in with both feet and participate, but it is the best 
way to keep in touch with an evolving community.

If each of us could reach out and extend an invitation to several individuals we know who would
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12/23/12 1:46 PMHolman's USA Donates Apple iPads to 4 APS Classrooms — Albuquerque Public Schools

Page 1 of 1http://www.aps.edu/education-foundation/news-from-the-foundation/holmans-usa-donates-apple-ipads-to-4-aps-classrooms

Holman's USA Donates Apple iPads to 4 APS Classrooms
The donations were made to autism teachers at Pajarito, McCollum, Mark Twain and Petroglyph elementaries.

December 21, 2012

It’s a Christmas gift that will bring joy long past the holiday season.

Holman’s USA, a national firm with deep Albuquerque roots, has donated 24 Apple iPads to four APS classrooms – and in
the process is opening the door to a brighter future for children with autism.

Holman’s donation to autism teachers at Pajarito, McCollum, Mark Twain and Petroglyph elementary schools will help
speed the learning and development of children who are greatly helped by the technology.

This week, Holman’s President Anthony D. Trujillo delivered the donations to teachers Peggy Hulick (Petroglyph), Heather
Diluzio (Pajarito), Cristal Wilson (Mark Twain) and Ritamarie Theiler (McCollum).

In every case, the teachers beamed – or cried tears of joy.

“What Anthony and Holman’s USA are doing is almost indescribable,” said Phill Casaus, head of the APS Education
Foundation. “Teachers rave about the effectiveness of the iPads for children with autism – they say it makes a difference.
Anthony is responding to that, and making a day-after-day contribution to the betterment of APS students.”

Holman's was founded in 1955 by E.S. Holman of Albuquerque serving primarily as a map and drafting supply store. As
needs advanced and the technology evolved, Holman's expanded its focus to include high-tech computing and automated
Computer Aided Drafting (CAD) systems along with advanced survey solutions including Global Positioning Satellite (GPS)
system solutions.

Under the leadership of the Trujillo family, which has owned the company for decades, the company has diversified and
began transitioning to Holman's USA, LLC in January 2010. Holman’s is now a national business. In addition to its
headquarters in Albuquerque, the company has offices in Tempe, Ariz.; Golden, Colo.; Livermore, Calif.; Oak Ridge, Tenn.;
and Los Alamos.

Holman’s USA’s commitment to education in Albuquerque is nothing new – the company has supported Albuquerque
Public Schools initiatives on many fronts. But Trujillo, a graduate of Eldorado High School and the UNM Anderson School
of Management, said his company is concentrating its giving toward helping teachers in autism classrooms. The company
holds a benefit golf tournament to help raise money for the effort.

“It’s an honor to give back to our local communities regionally and nationally. Helping these wonderful teachers and
students in APS is very rewarding,” Trujillo said. “I want to recognize our customers and key sponsors for making this
initiative an ongoing success.  Holman’s will continue providing technology for autism and our legacy of giving back to the
community.  These teachers are incredible and we will do everything possible to help them in support of autistic students
making strides toward inclusion in mainstream classrooms.”

benefit from NMPS, then hopefully we could 
expand our membership, and in turn we would be 
helping NMPS to grow and evolve as well as it has 
done for us.  It is quite simple to find somebody that 
could use the experience to advance themselves 
as a professional.  Reach out to them, invite them 
to participate with you, and I think you will all be 
surprised as to the friendships you will create and 
the milestones we will achieve.  Δ
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Summary of “Surveying Body of Knowledge – SBOK”

Earl F. Burkholder, PS, PE, F.ASCE – December 2012

The Surveying Body of Knowledge document was compiled by a committee Chaired by Josh 
Greenfeld, Professor Emeritus, NJ Institute of Technology, under the auspices of ACSM and 
published as the September/ December 2011 issue of “Surveying and Land Information Science – 
SALIS.”  That double issue of SALIS is available online for NSPS, GLIS, and AAGS members at 
www.ingentaconnect.com.   “Print-on-demand” copies are also available for a fee ($10) – contact 
Curtis.sumner@nsps.us.com.

The SBOK document (entire SALIS issue) consists of:
• Foreword by Josh Greenfeld (summarized herein)
• Surveying Body of Knowledge – macro/micro overview by Josh Greenfeld
• SBOK for Positioning – by Joseph Paiva
• Imaging Body of Knowledge for the Professional Surveyor by Jim Bethel
• Surveying’s Legal Body of Knowledge by Wendy Lathrop and Jeffrey Lucas
• SBOK – Land Stewardship (Land Development) by Wendy Lathrop

A paragraph by paragraph summary (including some commentary) of the Foreword is:

1.  As one of the oldest professions, surveying is unique and well-defined.  The digital revolution 
has eroded the recognition of surveying as having exclusive responsibility for mapping the earth. 

2. Licensure is being challenged because “PVC pipe made everyone a plumber, the wire welder 
made everyone a welder, and GPS made everyone a surveyor.”  It seems that related professions view 
the scope of surveying narrowly “reflecting the limited scope of survey practice within the geospatial 
field.”  

3. The argument is made that surveyors need to not only “keep pace with technical ‘know-how’ 
but also the theoretical ‘know-why.  A true professional must understand and knowledgeably stand 
behind his/her actions.”

4. The point is made that surveying needs to define its specialties within the geospatial industry 
and convey the value of services to the public (& other professionals).  It states that “many civil engi-
neers who took a surveying 101 course truly believe that they know everything needed to be known 
about surveying.”  I’d prefer to believe that the difference is not so much the courses one takes in 
college but, given that a huge part of education is “learning how to learn,” the difference is gaged by 
how well a professional is able to understand and competently utilize new technology.  

5. The historical development of the SBOK is summarized, starting with a Greenfeld presentation 
to the 2007 North American Surveying & Mapping Educators’ Conference, describing the involve-
ment of ACSM and the ACSM Committee on Curriculum, Accreditation, Registration, and Education 
(CARE), and finally publication of the SBOK in the September/December 2011 issue of SALIS.
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Standard Price Before Bundling
Description Price
Leica Viva GS15 Receiver $19,215

Leica Viva CS15 Controller $  4,810

MicroSurvey® FieldGenius $  1,295

MicroSurvey® CAD 2013 – Premium $  1,995

For more information contact your local  
Leica Geosystems sales representative: 
Nick Cournoyer 
C. 602-308-9062 
Email: nicolas.cournoyer@leicaus.com 
www.leica-geosystems.us

MSRP:  $27,315*

++

TWO GREAT COMPANIES. 
ONE GREAT OFFER.

$19,545
includes a Leica Viva GS15 receiver and Leica Viva CS15 
controller, and your choice of Leica Viva SmartWorx or 
FieldGenius, plus you get a FREE copy of MicroSurvey 
CAD Premium.

Leica Geosystems and MicroSurvey® have teamed up to offer you the best in proven 
GNSS technology and the most powerful survey data collection software  packages, 
combined with full field to finish software. Collect data and process through to 
finished drawings – all in one package!  A complete workflow bundle for only:

* Or with your choice of Leica Viva SmartWorx for $1,250. Total MSRP of $27,270  
   Expires March 31, 2013 

Your Choice:
Leica SmartWorx or FieldGenius
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6. The six components of the SBOK (as listed above) and their overlaps are described.  The 
committee did not rank one component over another.  Observation - many spatial data professionals 
acquire competence in various areas but, in my opinion, survival of the surveying profession depends 
upon surveyors being “better” than anyone else in establishing/tracing boundaries.  Licensure and 
protecting the public remain essential!  However, it is a stretch of reality to suggest that those skills 
qualify a licensed person to sit in judgment over persons more qualified in other areas.

7. Not all areas require the same level/depth of knowledge/specialization/education.  The macro/
micro overview describes some of the rationale used to relate various levels of education practice 
specialties.

8. The remaining 5 papers provide details and specifics organized beginning with an introduction 
followed by a rationale for the specialty.  A description of the knowledge areas and depth requirements 
are discussed in each paper.  As appropriate, tables listing topics and depth-of-specialty are included.
Members of the committee are listed along with consideration of balance between academia and 
practice.  Yours truly served on the committee.  Δ

More amazing photos Amanda Allred, PLS sent in, 
taken at the Space Port on a tour there last spring. 
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A Quiet Chuckle

Winter time in the early 70’s was brutally cold in the four corners but the field work did not abate. We 
were performing some trigonometric leveling to control a cross county buried water line NE of Cortez 
Colorado. Knee deep snow required snowmobiles and of course shovels as well as an HP 3800, and a 
pair of Kern DKM 2AEs with all the associated support gear. This also required a sled being pulled by 
the larger unit and the rod man riding in it. Clear and cold it was ideal work for the big guns but along 
about 3:30 it was time to pack up for the long ride back to pavement. 

A frozen reservoir is a wonderful way to get into and out of the back country quickly especially when 
the sun gets low and the temperature starts to plummet. The sun was already down when we exited 
the creek bottom and opened ‘em up. The race was on! After all what do you expect for guys in their 
twenties that raced motorcycles on weekends? The larger machine with the 493cc Hirth and pumper 
carb was holding its own with the smaller unit even though the big one was pulling the sled. This was 
fun times two..until I hit a patch of slush. 

The machine bogged and I pinned the throttle to straighten it out, no good. Just in time I looked 
around to see the fish tailing, twisting sled eject the rider into the air. When he came back to earth he 
hit so hard that the impact threw the gloves off his hands. I just knew he was dead because he landed 
on his head and neck. Secondly, being a true instrument man I feared for the life of those two beauti-
ful theodolites, one rented, one borrowed. Circling slowly back around to view the wreckage to my 
great surprise he was awake, actually uninjured and the equipment intact. Retrieving the flung gloves 
and righting and reattaching the sled he jumped back on and said: “John slow down, okay?” Lessons 
learned: slow down on frozen lakes. Make sure the gear is lashed on securely (the only thing I did 
right). Always hire tough, tough rodmen.  Δ

John Stock, RLS,CFM
Chief Surveyor, Flood Control District of Maricopa County

When you are as tall as the corn, you 
are tall enough! 

Scott Meredith of Pathfinder Surveys 
doing path surveys in Wisconsin.

412 N. Dal Paso 

Hobbs, NM 88240 

Tel: (575) 393-3117 

Fax: (575) 393-3450

www.jwsc.biz
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Beware  the  Rules 

One surveyor’s thoughts on the caveat of case citations, from:

Legal Principles of Property Boundary Location on the Ground In the 
Public Land Survey States

by Ira M. Tillotson, P.E., R.L.S.
©1973 Ira M. Tillotson

Most of the books on property boundary law rely on citations of cases to give legal authority to the 
concepts and principles promulgated. The surveyor must be very careful in trusting these citations 
because almost always the simplification of the decision cited results in oversimplification. The whole 
decision must be read, and indeed, the whole transcript of the case. This is so because the courts are 
reluctant to decide a case against common sense and will go to great lengths to be able to justify the 
decision. Sometimes this justification will take the form of a slight twisting of fact when recounting 
the facts in the decision. Sometimes they say more than is necessary to settle the case. This “extra 
statement,” called “obiter dictum,” has no force and effect on other courts because a court can have no 
jurisdiction until an actual, bona fide dispute is brought before it. This “dictum” can have no force and 
effect because no real dispute requiring this statement has been brought before the court.

Even more important, the actual facts in a case may modify the decision in a particular case. Citing 
this case as a rule thereafter would be erroneous, but this is often done, especially in legal textbooks 
pertaining to property boundary. An illustration of this error is the large number of citations to the 
effect that adjoiners (record monuments) have a status below that of an artificial monument, and an equal 
number to the effect that it is superior to an artificial monument. The merits of each case probably 
decided each one (with a liberal dose of common sense) but the citers use these cases freely. Another 
pitfall to avoid is letting a citation from one jurisdiction influence thinking in another jurisdiction that 
does not acknowledge the authority of the first jurisdiction.

A shining example of this error is the case of “Matador Land & Cattle Co. v. Cassidy-Southwestern 
Commission Co.,” 207 S.W. 430,432 (1918) (Tex.) in which course or bearing in a deed description 
was given preference over distance, probably for good and sufficient reason. This case has been cited as 
rule in Texas, and indeed by one writer as the rule throughout the U.S. Actually the rule that course has 
precedence over distance is not a rule in Texas, much less over the rest of the U.S. There is no such 
rule, simply because each case will be decided on its own merits, with citations as guidance only. The 
reason for this is that no two cases of property boundary dispute are ever exactly the same. Common 
sense applied to a complete knowledge of the particulars in a case is needed to make a proper decision, 
both on the part of the surveyor and the court. Merely reciting the rules, backed by citations as proof 
for each rule, is nothing but “sound and fury, signifying nothing” (see *1 below).

A body of precedent from which to cite is a valuable tool, in fact an essential tool, but this tool has 
its limitations and must be properly used. A set of socket wrenches is a valuable tool, but no one
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would dream of attempting to assemble a complete airplane with no tools except this set of socket 
wrenches.

If surveyors are going to rely on citations to learn the law they must also know about the 
jurisdiction of citations. If the U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals decides a case, that decision is not necessarily 
binding on states outside the jurisdiction of the court. If the U.S. Supreme Court makes a decision in 
a case involving the boundaries of the U.S. Public Domain, that decision is binding in all Public Land 
States in which the survey was made and reported in the same manner. However, if the U.S. Supreme 
Court makes a decision as to a property boundary between private parties in, say, Tennessee, that deci-
sion will be based solely upon law in Tennessee, and will not necessarily apply in other states.

A very important concept for surveyors to grasp is the fact that citations from decisions in prior cases 
do not necessarily spell out the law in property boundary disputes. The decisions in boundary disputes 
usually hinge upon the intent of the parties at some earlier point in time. This intent is deduced from 
mutually signed writings such as deeds and the actions of the parties such as surveys, monuments placed, 
fences and roads and buildings built, usually many years before. The citations of prior decisions are 
mainly a guide to the court and the surveyor in logically determining the intent and acts of the parties at 
some earlier point in time. In other words, the controlling factor in most cases is the intent of the parties, 
and surveyors and the citations help to logically determine that intent. The precedent in and of itself 
is not the law. The surveyor must grasp this concept as firmly as the court understands it because the 
surveyor is charged with making his surveys in such a manner that the courts will uphold him. Now 
obviously reciting a simple little rule, with its citations, cannot solve an infinite variety of 
complex problems.

The main rule to follow is “beware of the rules.” This is the reason why the accomplished property 
surveyor is not a technician, and why an engineer with measuring ability is not automatically a 
property surveyor.
    * * * * *
*1  The “rule” favoring course over distance has also been cited with reference to the 1867 decision 
by the Hon. George W. Smith sitting on the Supreme Court of Texas, in “Stafford v. King” (30 Tex. 
257). 
Fortunately these citations (as rules) have been omitted from boundary location reference books 
currently in print. (Editor) (not Benchmarks’ editor)

Nicolas Cournoyer

Direct Sales Rep, Arizona & New Mexico
Surveying / Engineering

Cell 602 308 9062
Fax 602 274 3740
E-mail nicolas.cournoyer@leicaus.com
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NMPS Board of Directors Endorse NSPS 100% Membership Initiative
By Glen Thurow, NSPS NM Governor 

After considerable discussion during the December 8th board meeting in Albuquerque, the NMPS Board 
of Directors have endorsed the NSPS 100% Membership Initiative urging the membership to vote yes at 
the March 2013 conference. 

The eleven to one vote in the affirmative is an acknowledgement on the part of the board of the impor-
tance of a strong, national voice for surveyors. The board’s vote will enable ballots to be included in the 
conference packets. Voting will occur from the beginning of the conference through lunch on Saturday. 
If the vote is successful, NMPS will become a 100% affiliate member in 2014. Members of NMPS will 
automatically become members of NSPS.

While the cost for NSPS membership will be $40.00 per regular NMPS member, the board also voted to 
explore the possibility of offsetting all or part of the dues increase that would result. These options will 
be considered by the finance committee with options presented to the full board at its next meeting in 
February. The final outcome of these deliberations and final board decisions will be presented to the 
membership at the conference prior to the vote.

Regardless of the NMPS board’s ultimate decision concerning cost, it is hoped that the general 
membership will recognize the advantages of NSPS membership and support this important initiative.  Δ

The Arizona Department of 
Transportation now has their right-
of-way maps on line.  To access 
them use Google Search for “adot 
row plans”.

Pick the first selection “Right Way 
Group - Plans - Existing Plans 
Index”

Then Select Route and Stationing.

I was not able to print directly from 
the website, but by saving the pdf 
file to the hard drive I was able to 
print the plans from the saved file.

Michael Daly
arrowengineering1@gmail.com 

.......then teach them 
to fly! (editor)
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An original bearing tree from the west 1/4 
corner of Sec. 6, T6S, R17W that references 
a 1935 brass cap. It is located near Apache 
Creek, NM and was a quite a sight for sore 
eyes!  
Photo sent in by Amanda Allred
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New Mexico Professional Surveyors
 

2013 Annual Conference
 
 

March 15-16, 2013
CROWNE PLAZA ALBUQUERQUE

 
 
 
 
 

influx: 2013 Annual Surveyors' Conference, 

proudly hosted by New Mexico Professional Surveyors. 

This educational, networking event   brings together

informative speakers, leaders in technology, and 

surveying professionals to share current information 

and insights into this evolving industry "in flux". 

Participants will learn about the increasing "influx" 

of new technology,  business techniques and career

interest in this dynamic field.
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

For additional information, contact 
Larry Medrano, NMPS President Elect 

at 505.856.5700 or 
larry@nmpsconference.com

www.NMPSconference.com

 
 

New Mexico Professional Surveyors strives to keep the Land Surveying profession respected and worthy of public and professional esteem;
maintaining the highest ethical standards and encouraging the educational development of its membership.
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Over the years, Fred chaired many special committees and task forces always going above and beyond 
the obligation of his board position. Some of these included construction staking, photogrammetry, and 
quality based selection required by the Brooks Act, to name a few.

Fred was always passionate about the tasks he undertook. Through it all he tried to keep a proper 
perspective and his sense humor.  He often told the joke (at least I think he was joking) that he made a 
small fortune surveying. However, he claimed that he started with a large one.  That was Fred.

Fred was also passionate about other equally important things. Our conversations often went from 
surveying to family and faith. He often donated his time and expertise to the community and his church. 
He always inquired about the health of my family and included us in his prayers in our time of need. Fred 
needed prayers as well. His devotion to Clara, his wife of 57 years, was unshakable. Her passing last year 
was a blow that could not be assuaged although Fred carried on stoically. Age began to take its toll on Fred 
as well with painful and sometime debilitating fury. This too, Fred managed with grace and dignity. 

I consider it my good fortune to have known and worked with Fred both professionally and personally for 
many years. With his passing the obligation to protect the public’s interest, to make our community stron-
ger and more vibrant, and to hold tight to the values of a decent, caring society will be borne by others. 
Most assuredly, as Fred stands before his Lord and Master he will hear the words “Well done, good and 
faithful servant.” He will be missed.  Δ

Obituary
Fred Sanchez

May 30, 1934 - November 13, 2012

A Remembrance
By Glen Thurow

Fred was a fighter, make no mistake. But the things 
he fought for were important and he picked his 
battles carefully. Protecting the public was one 
of those things he tirelessly fought for as well as 
improvement and protection of the surveying 
profession. He never thought these things were 
ever at odds with each other. When tackling a 
tough issue he often told me that he was unwill-
ing to be the one who rushes into the burning 
house while everyone else surrounds the outside. 
Then he would rush in anyway and take the heat. 

Appointed to the Board of Licensure in 2003, Fred 
often took positions on issues that were unpopular 
with other board members and sometimes other 
surveyors, me included. Protection of the public 
welfare and the good of the surveying profession 
were always at the forefront of his deliberations. 



Kery Greiner  
Mesilla Park, NM

Ira Hardin
Las Cruces, NM

Thomas D. Johnston 
Albuquerque, NM

Will Plotner
Rio Rancho, NM

Keith Stickford  
La Jara, NM 

Steve Toler
Albuquerque, NM

Klad Zimmerle  
La Luz, NM

Sustaining Membership 
The Sustaining Membership category is reserved for Professional Surveying Companies represented by a New Mexico 
Professional Surveyor and for individual New Mexico Professional Surveyors.  Please contact the NMPS office for more 

information or to upgrade your existing membership.

Thank you for  
  your support!

Tim Aldrich  
Albuquerque, NM

Alan R. Benham  
Albuquerque, NM 

Earl F. Burkholder
Las Cruces, NM 

Isaac Camacho
Las Cruces, NM 

Douglas W. Copeland 
T or C, NM 

Scott  Croshaw 
Albuquerque, NM

Marc A. DePauli  
Gallup, NM

Sustaining Members   
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