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EDITORIAL
Welcome to our March issue of Benchmarks in which we hope you find the content to be to your liking.
I would like to take a moment to thank my better half, Minet, for the great work she does in putting this
publication together. She has also negotiated a better deal with a new printer, saving us a substantial
amount of money and resulting in a somewhat new ‘feel’ in that the paper type has changed. We feel that
there is no change in the quality of the production and we have the added bonus of the cost reduction!
Please support the NMPS Education Foundation Fund and the inter-chapter challenge that you will read
about and no doubt encounter at the upcoming Annual Conference. This is for an extremely important
cause. Lee Wilson has once again provided us with news and happenings from the Student Chapter at
NMSU and you are all encouraged to support them at the upcoming State Conference Golf Tournament.
We also have the “National Surveyors Week” to look forward to this year (March 20th - 26th). Please
visit nspsmo.org to read all about the exciting venture this year regarding “NSPS Surveying USA”. Glen
Thurow, our esteemed NM Governor will be coordinating all our collective efforts in gathering data to
be processed and collated as a result of our fun-filled day in the sun (hopefully). We wish to thank Debi
Anderson, NSPS Governor for Montana, for coming up with the idea of the Survey Day, March 19th, to
gather data and be as conspicuous as possible in the public eye. We look forward to receiving as many
pictures of the event as possible and I will issue this challenge to all of you out there .... we will give special recognition to the one who comes up with the most interesting or challenging position to be surveyed.
Have fun out there and let’s hope this event has great success.
Thanks to all our contributors to this edition, you certainly make us think about our beloved profession
and provide us with some hilarious content to read about.
Take good care out there,
Barry
Front Cover - Rinda Pelton. She is the lead
on the DNA 10. Michael Daly, Arrow Engineering, sent in this photo.
Back Cover - Jesse Torres, “Dancing with
Buffaloes”, Tetilla Peak in the background.
Sent in by Ed Trujillo, Dawson Surveys.

Benchmarks is Now Accepting
Paid Advertising
The advertising rates are:
Full Page Ad .... $200
1/2 Page Ad .... $100
1/4 Page Ad .... $50
Business Card .... $20

Editorial Policy
Benchmarks is published bimonthly by New Mexico Professional Surveyors. Unless copyrighted, articles may be reprinted in other professional publications provided that proper attribution is made to the
author and to this publication. All submissions are welcome and should be made directly to the editor
at barryphillips.pls@gmail.com. Submission of an article does not guarantee publication. We reserve
the right to edit all submitted material, and no material will be returned. The opinions expressed are
those of the author and are not necessarily those of NMPS, its officers, members, or associates.
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President’s Angle
2011 NMPS President
Allen Grace, PS
March 2011

First, for a brief moment I would like the opportunity to
thank our Past President Gary Eidson for his service to the
New Mexico Professional Surveyors and applaud him for
a job well done as the 2010 President. Secondly, I would
like to thank all of you whom represent the Chapters,
committees, members and last but not least Patty Floyd
for her hard work in keeping up with the Board’s needs.
I am Allen Grace, born and raised here in New Mexico,
married and blessed with two wonderful children and I
am a P.S. Since becoming licensed in 1994 I can’t count just how many other Professional Surveyors I’ve been fortunate to meet and learn from, and you all deserve a grand “thank you” from me
as well. I am very appreciative of all the advice and instruction you have given me in the past.
As Gary had mentioned in the last issue of Benchmarks, this organization belongs to all of us, and
through it we can be what we want to make of it and direct ourselves to be the best we can be. This
year’s conference theme is “Image is Everything-Get to the Point”. I began my career in 1983 as a
simple field hand and have now achieved the highest honor that this organization represents. Only
28 years in the making and I am at your service. The many hats that I wear and have worn to get
to this point are numerous; Chairman of the Ethical Practices Committee, Chairman of the Lobbyist Committee, The Conference Coordinator, and previously the Western Federation of Surveyor’s
Delegate for 7 years, not to mention filling in the ranks at my local Chapter.
Over the years, the more involved I became, the more issues I encountered, the more professional
surveyors I met, the “image” of transparency became a natural state (so my kids say, they never
knew where I was). I was able to “get to the point”, much to my surprise, and that I attribute to
all of the trust and experience I was beheld by this honorable profession.
Gary touched on an important topic about leadership last year and his concept is right on. “Meet
and Greet” is “fine and dandy”, but contributing to the cause can only advance our profession.
I too encourage the membership to become more involved inside the profession, and being the
“mentors” you are, help guide the newest professionals to success and prosperity.
I look forward to the conference. This year I want to conduct a “survey” of which topics and
speakers we would like to prepare for in the coming years. I’ll see you in Albuquerque April 1st
and 2nd.
Allen
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Can Angst be Used as a Force for Progress?
Earl F. Burkholder, PS, PE
NMSU Emeritus Faculty
February 15, 2011

Angst is a gloomy, often neurotic feeling of generalized anxiety or depression. Definition from
Webster’s New World Dictionary – College Edition
In one way or another, we all encounter angst and look for ways to handle it. That discussion is better
left to the psychology professionals and the reader is referred elsewhere for ideas to cope with angst (for
example, http://www.margaretwheatley.com/). The view promoted here is to acknowledge angst from
various sources and to focus on communication and education as proactive methods for dealing with angst
in our professional endeavors.
“Asking the right question is more important than having the right answer” is a motto that I used often
during academic advising sessions with students, both at the Oregon Institute of Technology and at New
Mexico State University. I adapted that motto from a conversation I had with Dr. John D. McLaughlin at
the 1984 Surveying Educators Conference at Fresno, California, in which he suggested that most (professional) disagreements are the result of asking the wrong question. I recently recalled that 1984 conversation
with him in an email exchange and admitted that I am still learning how to ask better questions. Back then
he was one of the foremost leaders in surveying (geomatics) education but he is now President Emeritus
of the University of New Brunswick. A recent article describing his on-going professional activities can
be accessed at –
http://www.gim-international.com/issues/articles/id1584-The_Property_Story__Chapter_Four.html
The title of this article asks an important question. I believe a legitimate answer to that question is “Yes,
angst can be used beneficially.” But my answer is not as important as what the reader believes is a good
answer. So far, there is not much to discuss. A better question is, “How Might the Surveying Profession
Benefit from the Angst We Encounter?” An answer to that question goes far beyond a simple “yes” or “no”
response. Although I share my views on that question, ideas from others certainly need to be added and
included in a comprehensive discussion. For now, I will identify general sources of angst and then narrow
the list to several specific sources. In response to those, I will offer suggestions as to how our consideration
of those issues may foster a better evaluation of what we do and how we do it. The goal is to improve our
competitive position both locally and globally in a wide range of professional activities involving the use
of spatial data. I am convinced that surveying need not stand on the sideline of that discussion; but with
vision, communication, education, dedication, and a lot of hard work, the surveying profession can fill and
is filling a vital niche in the broad range of spatial data services needed and used by modern society.
Maybe the following thesis statement should have been the first sentence in this article. Those sources of
angst that impact the surveying profession should be identified, analyzed, discussed, and addressed in a
concerted effort to identify ways the surveying profession and its members can participate more fully in
the generation, storage, manipulation, analysis, display, and use of 3-D digital spatial data – especially
with regard to the identification, location, and preservation of (property) boundaries throughout the
United States.
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Angst can be characterized as a feeling of hopelessness with regard to ones perceived inability to solve
problems. When looking at big picture issues, the solutions are generally viewed as a governmental and/
or bureaucratic prerogative in terms of collective rather than individual input. Possible sources of angst
of that type include (there are many others):
•

International politics – how do we sympathize with others in their efforts to establish a better form
of government? What price should they (we/anyone) be willing to pay for an acceptable level of
independence and/or liberty?

•

National politics – whether our sympathy lies with Democrats or Republicans, it seems that following each election one party or the other claims the voters sent them to Washington to do it right
or better. The implication is, “vote for me and I’ll solve your problems.” Are we convinced that
voting for one party or the other will make life better or reduce the angst?

•

Economy – a significant part of the American dream has been that each generation has the opportunity, by diligence and hard work, to enjoy a better standard of living than our predecessors. The
recent recession has shattered that dream for many. Who gets the blame or who is empowered to
“fix” the problems? If I knew the answer to that, I’d be happy to share same.

My comments and examples should not be construed as discouraging anyone from participating in the
collective (governmental) process needed to solve big picture problems. The distinction may be artificial,
but I want to focus on sources of angst more closely related to our professional lives. Again, the list is
incomplete but, from a professional perspective, I believe we can mitigate the angst and realize more pride
of ownership in our collective accomplishments if our professional actions are focused on “doing it for
ourselves” rather than “doing it to ourselves.”
•

Educational – Two views, teacher and student, are required for this category. From my perspective as a teacher, I enjoyed sharing in the learning process with many students but I cringed
whenever I witnessed a student blowing it off and wasting the opportunity to gain knowledge
that could serve a lifetime. From the student’s perspective, most of them came to class regularly,
participated in discussions, and did their homework conscientiously. No serious angst there.
But there were other cases in which assignments were approached with hostility and in which
exams were written poorly. For those students, the educational angst may have ended with
walking across the stage and being handed a degree – if they made it to graduation.

•

Technical – Perhaps the best way to describe technical angst is to quote Alexander Pope (16881744) who stated:
“A little learning is a dangerous thing.
Drink deep, or taste not the Pierian spring:
There shallow draughts intoxicate the brain,
And drinking largely sobers us again.”
A lot could be said about the challenge of keeping up with technology. For some it is a source
of angst, not so for others. A typical statement (to which I can relate) is that kids today know
much more about remote controls and cell phones than their parents. The point here is that
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learning modes and life experiences are very different now than as few as 20 to 15 years ago.
Question – In what way has learning how to learn changed? I believe that question deserves a
lot of discussion and that educational activities should be modified accordingly.
•

Professional – What expectations are encountered in surveying practice that are (or appear to be)
unreasonable? Are they expectations of using new technology, keeping equipment maintained
and calibrated, meeting a demanding schedule, staying within cost constraints, being able to
“prove” the quality of ones work, incomplete legal descriptions, inadequate deed research, or
any of many other issues. Before cell phones were so prevalent, it was not uncommon to hear
a surveyor state something to the effect, “I sure had a good day. I was in the field working on
my own and did not need to answer the phone.” There are many sources of professional angst
that range from logistics to legal to administrative to business to project and personnel management. But, hey, isn’t that what running a business is all about?
Probably the best example of professional angst I’ve encountered lately is the proposal by Texas
Governor Rick Perry to eliminate the Texas Board of Professional Land Surveying. That has
caused consternation among many and efforts are being made to show that such a move would
not be in the best interest of the citizens of Texas. I’d say that angst is a good motivator.

Another source of professional angst is, in my opinion, confusion over (or absence of) a clear understanding
of what surveying is and what surveyors do. There are many good definitions of surveying but according
to David King, a simple definition is “Surveying is what surveyors do.” A comprehensive definition of
surveying includes additional concepts relating to measurements, the location of features on or near the
earth, and boundaries. The problem is that boundary determination is the only activity that is unique to the
surveying profession. Yes, surveyors use measurements and make maps but many other disciplines also
work with spatial data and in some cases are more accomplished at those activities than many surveyors.
A friend recently sent me a list of professional organizations (I added several more) that, in one way or another, attach their professional identify to spatial data. It would be unconscionable to suggest that surveyors
join only one organization and/or restrict our activities to boundary location. Surveyors do much more than
that. We need to recognize that surveyors legitimately interact with other disciplines and professionals in
those related areas. The question is how to do that successfully. Can angst motivate that discussion?
NSPS – National Society of Professional Surveyors		

www.nspsmo.org

WFPS - Western Federation of Professional Surveyors

www.wfps.org

AAG – Association of American Geographers

www.aag.org

GITA – Geospatial Information and Technology Association

www.gita.org

ASPRS - American Society for Photogrammetry & Remote Sensing www.asprs.org
MAPPS - Management Association for Private Photogrammetric Surveyors 					
						
www.mapps.org
AAGS - American Association for Geodetic Surveying		

www.aagsmo.org
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CAGIS - Cartography and Geographic Information Society

www.cartogis.org

GLIS - Geographic and Land Information Society			

www.glismo.org

GMD - Geomatics Division, American Society of Civil Engineers 							
http://www.asce.org/Topics.aspx?taxid=2147483871
URISA – Urban & Regional Information Systems Association

http://www.urisa.org/

More recently, Mike Daly of Gallup, NM forwarded a list of seminar topics (listed below) proposed to
be offered for New Mexico practicing surveyors. Given unlimited time and resources, how many of the
seminars would you attend? Or, more importantly, which of the seminars, if any, do you believe to be an
effective aid in reducing the angst in your professional practice to the point of your being willing to pay to
attend same? Feedback from NMPS members is solicited.
Boundary Analysis
Construction Staking
Control Surveying
Digital Leveling
Easements
Highway ROW Surveying
Integrating GPS & Terrestrial Surveys
Liability for Land Surveyors – Problem Areas
Machine Control
New Technologies – Specify
NM Minimum Standards
Real Time Networks
State Plane Coordinates
Survey Field Practice and Techniques
Surveying Estimating
Theory of Location in Simultaneously Created Boundaries
Using Leica Software
Using Topcon Software
Using Trimble Software
Working with GIS
Writing Legal Descriptions
The intent of this article is to stimulate thought and discussion. The way forward from here could follow
any of many paths. In a subsequent article I hope to outline a number of specific suggestions. For example
with regard to the thesis statement in this article, I want to:
1. Look at some practical rules of logic as used by Rene Descartes for solving problems.
2. Review some lessons from the book, “Outliers – the Story of Success” by Malcolm Gladwell (it has
been on the NY Times Best Seller list for the past 100 weeks).
3. Revisit some implications of Daniel Pink’s book, “A Whole New Mind.” Δ
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Matching Donors sought for 50/50 Fund-raising Raffle
The NMPS Educational Foundation will conduct a Raffle during the Annual NMPS
Conference in Albuquerque. Half of the amount from ticket sales and all of the matching
contributions will be added to the Educational Foundation Fund. Last year, Vectors, Inc.
helped significantly by pledging to match the first $1,000 in ticket sales which motivated
additional ticket purchases. You or your firm is encouraged to match a fixed amount of
ticket sales. Your donation will not be split 50/50 but will be entirely donated to the tax
exempt Educational Foundation Fund. Please let NMPS Past-President Gary Eidson know
what amount you are willing to match this year.
NMPS Educational Foundation Fund
P.O. Box 2334
Hobbs, NM 88241-2334

CHAPTER CHALLENGE
The Middle Rio Grande Chapter challenges
all other Chapters to make a donation for
educational purposes for surveying related
programs.
In 2010, our Chapter donated $1000 to the
NMPS Educational Foundation and $1000 to
the James Toler Memorial Scholarship Foundation at the Central New Mexico Community
College.
If there is not a learning Institution offering
survey related courses, we encourage you to
donate to either of the two foundations listed.
Help a worthy student attend school to further
our profession.
Larry Medrano

Glen Haikin found this great horned owl
in the tree in his backyard last fall.
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Lingo

Doug Critchfield, LS
Snow is an impediment to a surveyor’s field work. Compared to rain, sleet, hail or wind,
snow surpasses them all when it comes to keeping a surveyor from his duly appointed
rounds. Among the many ways for dealing with snow the strategy which works best here
in New Mexico is to simply avoid snow by scheduling around it.
I began my surveying career many years ago when I hired on with the U.S. Forest Service.
Back in those days our work-load was driven largely by timber sales. Winter snow conditions
naturally required us to conduct our field operations almost entirely on a seasonal basis. That
meant that we hired our survey crews in the spring, and we laid them off in the fall.
Each year, after the snow melted, some of our workers might return, but often they did
not. Part of my job as a party chief was breaking-in green recruits every year and teaching
them the art of surveying. Many of our seasonal workers were college students who hired
on during their summer break. Most of those youngsters were locals, but a few I remember
came from out of state.
A girl named Carolyn hired on with our outfit for one season. She was a petite senior-year
biology-major from Memphis, Tennessee. The poor girl, she was dumbfounded when she
discovered that she had to work out of a remote camp in the mountains, and that she was
expected to carry a set of wooden tripod legs, with tribrach and triple-prism attached, up
and down steep mountainous terrain.
“Didn’t the job description mention carrying up to 50 pounds over steep rugged terrain?”
I asked her.
“Yeah,” she admitted in her sugary southern drawl, “But I thought they was just kiddin’. I
reckoned I’d end up working at a desk in an office.”
I will give Carolyn credit. She lasted all summer, she pulled her own weight (all 94 pounds
of it) and she managed to keep up with the other members of the crew. That girl from Tennessee had the opportunity to learn some things that summer, too.
Our seasonal recruits provided us with the manpower we needed. In return they not only
got paid, they also got to learn new skills. In Carolyn’s case, one of the things she learned
was how to set up a tripod and glass, leveled and plumbed over a traverse point. Of course,
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she also got to learn the importance of reading (and believing) the fine print in a
government job announcement.
For my part, I was grateful for the opportunity to bestow upon those young minds the wisdom of my experience. Some of my young recruits even taught me a thing or two. Take for
instance Alex, the kid from New Jersey.
Alex was an undergraduate English-major enrolled at UNM. He worked for one summer
as a member of our cadastral survey crew. In appearance you might have thought he was a
geek. He was short, he had wiry black hair, and he wore dark-rimmed glasses. But behind
that facade he was all muscle, and he always seemed to put a lot of energy into everything
he did.
On his first day of work, after the Personnel Department had gotten done with processing
him, Alex was directed to the survey office where he and I were introduced.
“Howdy, Alex!” I said, standing up to greet him.
“I am doing fine, sir, thank you for asking,” he replied, shaking my hand. “How are you
today?”
I had, of course, used the word howdy as a salutation, not as a question, so I was taken offguard by his reply.
Reading the quizzical look on my face he explained, “Howdy is a contraction for How do
you do? I merely responded with the appropriate reply.”
Alex had a sharp mind and a good aptitude for survey work. He did a fine job during the
summer he worked with us, and he turned out to be one of the best hands I ever had. But
beginning from day-one, ever since he answered my ‘howdy’ with a reciprocal inquiry regarding my health, I began to have some doubts about him.
One day early in the season, prior to commencing a GPS field demonstration, I introduced
Alex and the rest of the crew to some of the basics of surveying with GPS. After going over
the general workings of the Global Positioning System, I explained to them the difference
between static GPS and kinematic GPS, and I explained to them why we used a sample rate
of 30 for static work, and a sample rate of 1 for kinematic work.
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“Am I to understand that the numbers 1 and 30,” Alex asked, “Represent intervals of time,
measured in seconds?”
“Yes, that is exactly right.”
“In that case, sir, the correct term would be period, which is the interval of time required
for a cyclic phenomenon to complete one cycle, not rate, which implies a ratio between a
variable quantity over a fixed interval of time, like for example rate of speed as expressed
in feet per second, or rate of pay expressed in dollars per hour.”
“Okay, you might be right about that, Alex, but the rocket scientists who programmed our
GPS receivers used the term rate. Right or wrong, let’s just stick with that term for now.
“Well, that concludes this brief introduction to the methodology of surveying with GPS.
Does anyone have any more questions?”
“I have another question, sir,” said Alex.
“What’s that?”
“Did you not mean to say the method of surveying with GPS? The term methodology properly refers to the study of methods.”
“Okay smarty pants,” I said, “I am sure you are right about that, too, but right now, let’s just
load up the rig and head out to the field.”
We had a good field season that year. We accomplished our target number of posted property
boundary miles, and we did it without accident or mishap. But Alex’s semantic criticisms
continued non-stop all summer. That is how Alex, the tinhorn English major, acquired his
nickname “Lingo.” As far as I know he never objected to the moniker. In fact, I think he
was proud of it.
It was not long before I overcame my lingering doubts about Alex, or Lingo, as we affectionately called him. I knew for certain that he was simply one of those individuals who
cannot stand improprieties of speech. Unfortunately, the rest of the crew and I had to endure
his annoying habit of always correcting our grammar. All summer long he provided us with
a reliable source of linguistic observations and grammatical corrections. I will describe one
typical day working with Lingo as an example.
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Our first big job that summer required laying out a control survey on a boundary project.
We commenced our field work by locating several GLO brass cap monuments. I told the
crew that we would GPS them.
“GPS them?” Lingo asked. “Sir, that sounds to me like verbing a noun. Get it? Verbing a
noun? Ha ha, ha ha!”
“Yeah, I get it, Lingo,” I replied. “Now how about grabbing one of those tripods and giving us a hand GPSing the control corners?”
When midday rolled around, we all stretched out and relaxed in the shade of some towering ponderosa pine trees and ate our lunches. I used the tail-end of our midday break to

“Going the extra mile to get the shot.” (Apologies to Lingo) - The storm of February 2011, Gary Eidson
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explain to the crew how our posting of the property boundary between private and public
domain lands would eventually require establishing points on line, in such a way that a
boundary sign placed on a post at each point would be intervisible with the next.
“Intervisible?” Lingo asked, his tone of voice incredulous. “Intervisible?” he asked again,
more emphatically the second time. “Intervisible is not a word, sir, at least not a word that
can be found in the dictionary. Do you mean mutually visible?”
“Yes… I guess that’s what I meant to say... mutually visible. I am sure you are right about
that, Lingo. Thank you for… uh… pointing that out. Now let’s get back to work.”
Late in the afternoon, back at the office, we had a few minutes to kill before quitting-time. I
used the opportunity to familiarize the crew with all of the numerous details which needed
to be included on a boundary survey plat, and checked and double-checked, before our boss,
a registered professional surveyor, could sign off on it.
“Sign off on it?” Lingo asked. “As used in that phrase, off and on are two contradictory
prepositions used in conjunction. That makes no sense. It certainly makes no more sense
than saying sign on off it. It would be more correct and more succinct to simply say sign it,
omitting the two totally unnecessary and ambiguous prepositions”
“You know what, Lingo?” I replied, “If you could ever get over your obsession with grammar and syntax, I believe that surveying is a line of work which maybe, someday, you just
might get good at.”
“Thank you, sir,” he responded, “But did you know that you just ended a sentence with a
preposition?”
“In that case, let me rephrase my statement,” I told him. “Surveying is a line of work which
maybe, someday, you just might get good at, Lingo.
“It’s six o’clock,” I said. “It’s time to throw in the towel, punch the clock, and hit the
road.”
Out in the parking lot, as we made our separate ways to our vehicles, I overheard Lingo muttering to himself about “Blunt American colloquialisms.” He never ceased. He was forever
analyzing the English language and its proper use. It had been another long day working
with Lingo, the English major.
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That was a long time ago, and Lingo has long since gone on to pursue his academic career.
I understand that he earned himself a PhD and ended up teaching at a university back east.
Right now, at this very minute, I’ll bet you that Professor Lingo is lecturing to his students
inside a nice warm classroom, while the winter snow continues to pile up outside.
I confess that Professor Lingo’s obsession -- with the English language and its proper usage
-- managed to rub off on me, at least a little bit. That’s okay. It seems only natural when you
stop to consider that the words professor and professional derive from the same Latin root:
professus. If I am going to achieve and maintain the status of a professional then, by golly,
I am going to do my best to use proper English, and to speak like a professional. Improprieties of speech are impediments to a surveyor’s professional development just as much as
snow is an impediment to a surveyor’s field work. Δ

Please remember to renew your 2011 NMPS Membership. Applications
have been mailed out. Contact Patty Floyd for more information.
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New Four Corners Monument
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Thanks to Tim Burrows, Cooper Aerial Surveys Co. for these obliques.

Ty Trammell, LSIT
Technical Sales Geomatics, NM & TX
Cell
Fax
E-mail

575 921 3779
505 345 3499
ty.trammell@leicaus.com

412 N. Dal Paso
Hobbs, NM 88240
Tel: (575) 393-3117
Fax: (575) 393-3450
www.jwsc.biz
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Following Footsteps
An Interview with Jose Herndon Jr.
- Thomas Moore

I have had great pleasure knowing Jose Herndon, Jr., or Joe, as some call him. He and I met Following F
many years ago at an N.M.P.S. meeting or somewhere, and I instantly took a liking toAnhim.
Interview with J
Jose was born in El Paso, TX, December 1st, 1923. At that time his parents lived in Chihuahua, MX. His father, Jose Herndon Sr., preferred that his mother, Maura, give birth to him in - Thomas
the United States since medical assistance was better there,
and
there
were noknowing
doctors
I have
had
great pleasure
JoseinHerndon, Jr.,
ago at an N.M.P.S. meeting or somewhere, and I insta
Chihuahua.
st

TX, December 1 , 1923. At that time his parents lived i
preferred
that
his mother, curious
Maura, give
birth to him in th
and
I was
extremely
how
better there, and there were no doctors in Chihuahua.

The surname of Herndon is unusual for a Mexican citizen,
he came by it. His father was of German and Mexican descent, having the surname of Herrndorn. Jose pointed out that the word Herr is German for gentleman.
isn’t exactly
sure
The surnameHe
of Herndon
is unusual
for aif
Mexican
citizen,
and
I
was
extremely
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Jose got into surveying by attending the, thence newly created Instituto Politecnico Nacional (IPN) in Mexico City- the
school of Ingeniero Topógrafo e
Hidrógrafo (topographical engineer). He left the school in 1944
to work as a Topographic Engineer in the State of Puebla, MX.,
and in 1945 was drafted into the
U.S. Army.

Herrndorn. Jose pointed out that the word Herr
is German for gentleman. He isn’t exactly sure if
the Herrndorn name itself hadn’t been adapted
from something else, previously, as had the
name Herndon, when his father stuck out a
couple of r’s from the name to form Herndon
since it seemed more suitable for the Spanish
language.

Jose initially got into surveying through prevocational tr
professional school in Mexico City, undergoing 3 years
topography. He was unable to attend engineering scho
somehow, and neither he, nor the U.S. Embassy, was
Topographical Engineering course work in 1944 to bec

He jokingly laughs and explains he didn’t understand how a
Mexican could get drafted by the U.S.. Most likely it was because
of his birthright. He was sent to basic training in Fort Belvoir,
Virginia, about 20 or so miles southwest of Washington, D.C.,
and assigned the military occupation of surveyor. During basic
training he learned English in 12 weeks. His training didn’t end
there, though. He served three years in Europe, received a WWII
Victory Medal, was honorably discharged, then re-enlisted to
return to Germany where he took additional schooling in Russian and intelligence. He thinks that is what may have made
him intelligent. He stressed the “may” with a huge grin on his
face.
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Upon graduation from intelligence school in ’51, he was ordered to Korea because the army
needed surveyors there. He had not been stateside in a long while and asked to be sent
home. The officer asked “Where is home?” Jose replied, “Chihuahua, Mexico”. The officer
was baffled but allowed him 90 days leave to Chihuahua, Mexico.
After his furlough in Mexico, and being a Staff sergeant, he was assigned to a battery in Fort
Bliss, Texas. The need for a technical draftsman by Col. O’Berlin, Editorial Chief, moved Jose
from one artillery duty to another in one day. Working under the guidance of Col. O’Berlin on
the presentation of technical drawings for artillery training manuals and the like, they developed a method to minimize overlapping of colors and improve clarity. This method earned
him another stripe (Sergeant First Class). Of course these were pre-AutoCad years.
In 1952 Jose was honorably discharged
but remained in El Paso where he
surveyed for construction companies,
drafted, worked as a survey/civil tech
for engineering firms, wearing many
hats before moving to Santa Fe, NM
in 1956. While there he worked as an
engineering aide for William F. Turney.
After a few months of work for Mr. Turney he returned to El Paso where he
worked for various engineering firms,
the City of El Paso Engineering Dept.
and the Texas Department of Transportation. In 1967 he became registered
as a surveyor in Texas, then in New
Mexico in 1970. Texas wouldn’t count
his army experience. “I guess I gave
them 20 years and 8 months of experience”, he quips.

Jose formed his own business in 1974 and
has continued to survey in southern New
Mexico and west Texas since then. In addition to his hobbies of reading, drawing and
water painting, he still goes to work about
3 days a week to help a former employee
of his, Benito Barragan.
Along with a nice can of coconut water,
“it’s supposed to be good for the heart”,
Jose and I talked about some of the
certificates on his wall, such as three
from Harvard University for continuing
education courses in land planning and
others. He also shared a story about a
field crew member who he had warned
that the wire fence had been electrified
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Señor Herndon with the Franklin
Mountains in the background,
and on his way to his “cuartito”,
his office.

to keep cows in. The employee got one leg over the top wire. Then he was stuck. Jose still
laughs at the memory he has of the repeated jumping and shocking the guy got as he tried
to get over the fence, until Jose had to cut the wire. And I thought I had heard them all! I left
Jose with hopes of seeing him again soon at a convention or meeting or someplace. Intente
cogerlo si usted puede. Try to catch him, if you can. Δ

NSPS News and Review from ACSM.Net
ACSM on Web Radio

Weekly show by surveyors, for surveyors and those they serve
The American Congress on Surveying and Mapping (ACSM) announced in late January a new program for
surveyors and mappers across the U.S. The program, “ACSM Radio Hour,” airs on America’s web radio
(www.americaswebradio.com) every Monday at 11:00 am EST. The introductory show aired on January
24th.
Sponsored by Parker-Davis Quik Stakes, the hour-long show is hosted by ACSM Executive Director Curt
Sumner. Interviews with individuals connected with surveying in some way will be emphasized. Topics
relevant to the surveying and mapping profession in the U.S. are welcome as suggestions for discussion,
and can be e-mailed to the host at curtis.sumner@acsm.net.
To listen in live to the forthcoming shows, visit www.americaswebradio.com and select “Listen”. An
archive of past shows can be accessed by those who cannot listen live, at http://www.radiosandysprings.
com/showpages/ACSM.php .
Media contact: Ilse Genovese, ACSM, ilse.genovese@acsm.net, 240-632-9716 ext. 109
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News from the Student Chapter
Greetings from the Student Chapter! The spring is always a busy time and this year is no different. New
students are taking their first steps into the field with a tape, level, and total stations, others are exploring
GIS and aerial photos for the first time. Some who have been around a little longer are staking out curves,
contemplating ethics, or digging further into GPS. At the same time, the Student Chapter is moving forward with some activities outside of the classroom.
After having school shut down for the better part of a week due to weather, we managed to open the doors
to surveyors from around the state on February 5. John Stock presented a seminar on Deed Research
and Boundary Location to a packed house on a sunny Saturday. Surveyors from Los Alamos to El Paso
to Roswell returned to the classroom for eight hours. Everyone brought their experiences and questions
with them, which stimulated some interesting dialog. A big “THANK YOU” to everyone who attended!
Hopefully everyone enjoyed the event and took a little something home with them.
We’re also gearing up for the NMPS state conference in April. This is always a great opportunity for
the students to meet all of you and take a look into your world for a couple of days. We will once again
be hosting a golf tournament, so come out and show your stuff on the golf course. The golf tournament
will be on Thursday, March 31 and will again be held at Arroyo del Oso this year. If you would like to
advertise your business, deliver a (friendly) message to a competitor, or let everyone know what’s on your
mind, we will have hole sponsorship signs available. Please contact us about reserving a spot for yourself
or your foursome and/or sponsorship details.
Members of last years NSPS Student Competition team will also be making an appearance during the conference. Bernie Telatovich will be presenting a seminar on forensic surveying and has asked our students
to perform the skit that they put together for last year’s student competition.
We will also have a booth in the reception hall, assist with registration, stamping your attendance sheets
and doing whatever else we can to help out. So please, take the time to introduce yourselves to us, find out
what we’re up to and let us know what happening out in your world. After all, it won’t be that long and
we’ll be there too! I know we’re all looking forward to seeing all of you again this spring.
Beyond this, it’s business as usual, moving through the spring semester and getting ready for the summer.
A number of students will be graduating this May and moving into the “real world”. Others will be going
out for their first internship opportunities, getting their first taste of applying everything that we learn in
the classroom. It’s definitely an exciting time for all of us!
Again, THANK YOU NMPS for all of your support and encouragement throughout the year!
Lee Wilson
ACSM/NMPS Student Chapter President
acsmnmps@nmsu.edu
http://engr.nmsu.edu/~acsmnmps/
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NSPS Surveying USA - March 19, 2011
Hello Everyone,
A reminder that this is a day of fun! We welcome surveyors, non-surveyors, geocachers, even engineers
(joke) to participate. Encourage people to talk to you and let them know about NSPS, the surveying profession and as an added bonus let them know about the company you work for.
If anyone has any questions or concerns please do not hesitate to email me at surveyorlady@yahoo.com or
call me (406-660-9390). If I have received emails regarding this event I have been replying to them with
the State Coordinator of their state so make sure you are checking your bulk mail or spam folder so that
we do not miss anyone. All the relevant forms are also on the web site www.nspsmo.org.
I also wish to thank you once again for all the time and effort all of you are putting in to this.
Sincerely,
Debi Anderson, PLS
NSPS Governor Montana

Supporting National Geodetic Survey Missions
1. A historic opportunity to improve the nation’s surveying framework
On March 19th 2011, a first-ever simultaneous nationwide Global Positioning
System (GPS) survey will be conducted by members of the National Society of Professional Surveyors
(NSPS) to commemorate National Surveyors Week and promote the numerous benefits of GPS. This effort will include volunteer surveyors from all 50 states and numerous U.S. Territories.
Those survey data which meet requirements below will be a valuable contribution to the National Spatial
Reference System, a nationwide survey control network which links and improves federal, state, and local
surveying and mapping activities. To contribute your GPS data, simply fill out the attached field notes,
then upload your data and mark description to http://geodesy.noaa.gov/OPUS/ using option > publish my
solution. This will utilize the National Geodetic Survey’s Online Positioning User Service to process and
publish the survey results.
2. Publishing requirements
2.1 mark: Any permanent mark of public interest is acceptable. Existing NGS marks, particularly NGS
bench marks, will provide the most value to geodetic models. Your state geodetic advisor can help in
choosing specific marks (or bench mark lines) in areas of sporadic GEOID/GPSBM coverage or rejected
GPSBM (or adjacent bench marks).
2.2 GPS data: Publishing via OPUS requires a 4+ hour, dual-frequency GPS data file. Poor quality data
(obstructed or noisy GPS) may fail the publishing quality filters.
2.3 Equipment: See the acceptable antenna list: http://geodesy.noaa.gov/ANTCAL
Fixed height tripods are preferred, or carefully measure height to the ARP (defined for each antenna at the
ANTCAL website above.) Bring a camera for the required digital mark photos, as described on the form.
For all forms visit nspsmo.org.

National Surveyors Week - March 20 - 26, 2011
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2011 ALTA/ACSM Land Title Surveys
New Minimum Standard Detail Requirements for ALTA/ACSM Land Title Surveys are available at either
the ALTA or ACSM websites. The standards are effective as of February 23, 2011, and can be downloaded
at www.acsm.net. Under the Standards menu you will find the 2011 ALTA/ACSM standards, along with
many other useful documents highlighting the differences between the 2005 and 2011 editions.
The mining and civil engineering students at New Mexico Tech, Socorro, would like to thank the following
survey businesses for their generous donations to the Survey Department at NMT.
Edward Trujillo and Dawson Surveys of Santa Fe donated a Topcon total station as well as some additional field equipment.
Steve Enyart and Surveyor’s Supply Superstore of Albuquerque donated their skill at calibrating and adjusting the department’s total stations. They have also donated supplies to the department.
We thank Benchmarks and staff for its continued support in education.
We wish to thank them for their support of the survey profession.
New Mexico Tech, Socorro, NM
Russell Elliott, PS, 505-280-6729

The National Geodetic Survey will hold a free informational webinar on Tuesday, March 8, 2011 - 1300h1430h EST to discuss the effort to compute a revised set of coordinates for the national GNSS Continuously Operating Reference Station (CORS) network. The new coordinates are to be released this spring.
Registration and information can be found in the CORS Newsletter: http://www.ngs.noaa.gov/CORS/
news.shtml. The presentation will be short with an extended period for participants to share concerns and
ask questions. This will be the first of a regular series of presentations on this transition. The presentation
will be given by Giovanni Sella and Jake Griffiths, and is open to everyone.
Bill Stone
SOUTHWEST REGION Geodetic Advisor, NOAA’s National Geodetic Survey
william.stone@noaa.gov
Neal King of Hobbs, a long time member of NMPS passed away on February 14th. Neal was
the owner of King Surveying.
This from the great State of Texas - Dear Fellow TSPS Members,
As some of you are aware we received notice from Governor Rick Perry’s Office as well as from public
sources that the Governor’s Office has proposed the possible suspension of the Texas Board of Professional Land Surveying. TSPS and the Government Affairs Committee have been in communication with
TBPLS and are monitoring this situation. At this time we are gathering as much detail as we can concerning the true proposed plans/intentions of the Governor’s Office.
I assure you that TSPS is taking this situation very seriously and will keep our membership informed as
new information arrives.
John F. Watson, RPLS
President, Texas Society of Professional Surveyors
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Tentative Schedule for the 2011 NMPS Convention in Albuquerque
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Come Join The Fun at the NMPS State Conference
Golf Tournament!
You Can Participate as:
!
A Player: $45.00 per person (includes cart, prizes, and more)
!
A Sponsor: Please contact us (see below)
When: Thursday March 31@ 8:30 AM
Where: Arroyo Del Oso Golf Course
!
7001 Osuna Road NE (approximately 3 miles from the Pyramid)
Who Do I Contact: acsmnmps@nmsu.edu for reservations or
!
sponsorship information
Brought to you by NMSUʼs ACSM/NMPS Student Chapter
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Sustaining Members
Tim Aldrich
Albuquerque, NM

Kery Greiner
Mesilla Park, NM

Alan R. Benham		
Albuquerque, NM

Thomas D. Johnston		
Albuquerque, NM

Earl F. Burkholder
Las Cruces, NM

Fred Sanchez		
Albuquerque, NM

Isaac Camacho
Las Cruces, NM

Keith Stickford		
La Jara, NM

Douglas W. Copeland
T or C, NM

Klad Zimmerle		
La Luz, NM

Marc A. DePauli		
Gallup, NM

Thank you for
your support!
Sustaining Membership

The Sustaining Membership category is reserved for Professional Surveying Companies represented by a New Mexico
Professional Surveyor and for individual New Mexico Professional Surveyors. Please contact the NMPS office for more
information or to upgrade your existing membership.

New Mexico Professional Surveyors
412 N. Dal Paso
Hobbs, NM 88240
Address Service Requested
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